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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The claims in this listing will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of producing super-micro powder of a pure 
metal [[by]] comprising heating a starting material forming metal chloride vapor, the 
starting material containing [[a]] metal chloride and elemental metal of the metal 
contained in the metal chloride, and reducing the resulting metal chloride st e am vapor 
with [[a]] hydrogen gas to produce the super-micro powder of a pure metal , charact e rized 
in that an e lem e ntal m e tal constituting th e m e tal chloride is mix e d with th e starting 
mat e rial containing th e m e tal chloride . 

2. (Currently Amended) A method of producing super-micro powder of a pure 
metal according to claim 1, wherein [[as]] the metal chloride is us e d a m e tal chlorid e 
having has a valence larg e r among metal chlorid e s having of at least two or mor e val e nc e. 

3. (Currently Amended) A method of producing super-micro powder of a pure 
metal according to claim 1, wherein the metal chloride is at least one of cupric chlorid e 
(€u€ b) or ferric chloride (FeCl 3 ) CuCK FeCh and NiCk 

4. (Currently Amended) A method of producing super-micro powder of an alloy 
[[by]] comprising heating a starting material forming metal chloride vapor, the starting 
material containing [[a]] metal chloride and elemental metal as alloying components; and 
reducing the resulting metal chloride st e am vapor with hydrogen gas to form the super- 
micro powder of an allo y, charact e riz e d in that a m e tal chlorid e is us e d as one to (number 
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of all alloying components — 1) alloying components in the starting material and an 
e l e mental m e tal is us e d as th e other alloying compon e nt . 

5. (Currently Amended) A method of producing super-micro powder of an alloy 
according to claim 4, wherein the metal chloride is cupric chlorid e (CuCk\ cuprous 
chloride (CuCl), f e rric chlorid e (FoCU), ferrous chloride (FoCU), nickel chloride (NiCb fc 
cobalt chloride (CoCk) or stannous chlorid e (SnCb ) at least one of CuCk CuCl, FeCk 
FeCk NiCk CoCl? and SnCk 

6. (Currently Amended) A method of producing super-micro powder of an alloy 
according to claim 4, wherein the elemental metal is copp e r (Cu), iron (F e ), nick e l (Ni), 
cobalt (Co), silv e r (Ag), tungst e n (W), molybd e num (Mo), niobium (Nb), tantalum (Ta), 
chromium (Cr), vanadium (V), g e rmanium (Ge) or antimony (Sb) at least one of Cu, Fe, 
Ni, Co. Ag. W, Mo, Nb, Ta. Cr, V. Ge and Sb , 

7. (Currently Amended) A method of producing super-micro powder of a pure 
metal according to claim 2, wherein the metal chloride is at least one of cupric chloride 
(€u€4a) or ferric chloride (FoCl» ) CuCk FeCk and NiCk 

8. (Currently Amended) A method of producing super-micro powder of an alloy 
according to claim 5, wherein the elemental metal is copp e r (Cu), iron (F e ), nickel (Ni), 
cobalt (Co), silv e r (Ag), tungst e n (W), molybdenum (Mo), niobium (Nb), tantalum (Ta), 
chromium (Cr), vanadium (V), g e rmanium (Ge) or antimony (Sb) at least one of Cu, Fe, 
Ni, Co, Ag. W, Mo, Nb, Ta. Cr. V. Ge and Sb . 

9. (New) A method of producing super-micro powder of a pure metal according 
to claim 1, wherein the metal chloride and the elemental metal are mixed. 
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